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Assistant Pastoral Leader Mrs Heys then took the  decorations to St. James’ Church to decorate a room for those who were being treated to a lovely meal and company on Christmas Day by  

Action for Dementia and HRVCVS volunteers. 

Mount Carmel hosted a Community Christmas Party in the  
school with 90 guests attending. Parishoners from local  
Catholic Parish Churches of St. Mary’s Oswaldtwistle, St. Mary’s,  
Clayton-le-Moors, St. Joseph’s and St. Anne’s, residents from 
RoughLee Care Home, local residents and staff family members 
were amongst the guests.  
A delicious festive meal was prepared and served by catering staff 
at Mount Carmel and pupils from the school served food, waited on 
the guests and chatted to them. A free raffle also took place.
Entertainment was provided after the meal by Mount Carmel’s 
choir of 50 pupils led by music teacher Miss Javaid. They sang a  
selection of songs to a delighted audience which included beautiful,  
powerful solos and duets. The afternoon also included a Christmas 
sing-a-long which was enjoyed by all who attended.

The Hyndburn Catholic Schools partnership sang Christmas songs 
and carols in Accrington Market Hall to a crowd of proud parents, 
grandparents and onlookers. 
This is the seventh year that the partnership of schools have  
entertained in the Market Hall. Around 200 pupils from the choirs 
from Mount Carmel, St. Oswald’s, St. Mary’s Oswaldtwistle, St. Anne’s 
& St. Joseph’s, Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Clayton-le-Moors sang 
beautifully together. 
Mount Carmel pupils handed out chocolates to the audience and 
helped the Accrington Pals Outdoor Cafe serve refreshments to 
the primary pupils during an interval. 

The school choirs  all came together again 
in Mount Carmel’s school Hall for the annual  
Catholic Schools’ Partnership Carol Concert.
Headteachers, teaching and support staff from 
all the schools along with family, friends and  
local residents came along to watch the concert,  
filling the school hall to full capacity.
Mount Carmel were pleased to be selected as 
one of only two school choirs to sing on a stage 
during the Accrington Christmas lights switch 
on event. The event attracted hundreds of  
spectators and our choir showcased their talents      
spectacularly as a collective choir as well as with 
solo and duet singing. 

A successful Indoor Christmas Market took place, organised by 
Mount Carmel’s Parent, Teacher & Friends Association. It was great 
to see so many people come along making it a special event.
We were pleased to have the support of many local traders,  
charities and crafts people who came to sell a wide range of fes-
tive gifts, hold tombolas, lucky dips, host games and sell lots of  
delicious food.  
The school choir performed carols with DJ Brian keeping  
everyone entertained. Refreshments were provided by the PTFA 
including pie and peas, teas, coffees and cakes and Father  
Christmas was visited by lots of excited children in a magical  
grotto. The PTFA held a raffle and an extremely popular tombola with  
hampers and lovely gifts as prizes.

Thank you to our PTFA who work tirelessly throughout the year supporting all school events. All money raised  
during their fundraising events are put back into projects or resources for pupils at the school.
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If you are considering Mount Carmel as your 

choice of school we highly recommend you come 

and see us ‘in action’ during a normal school day. 

This will enable you to experience for yourself the 

warmth of the Mount Carmel welcome. 

Call 01254 233458 to make an appointment.

”

I continue to feel proud and  
privileged to be Headteacher  
at Mount Carmel and it is a  
  pleasure to work with and  
    alongside staff who share  
     the same passion, purpose  
      and vision for all pupils.

Mr Bowers

“
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Mount Carmel pupils kindly spent many of their  break and lunchtimes making paper chain  Christmas decorations  and Christmas cards. 

Christmas cheerChristmas cheer

CharityCharity

Mount Carmel’s enrichment programme for Year 5 primary  
pupils began in September and continues each week  
throughout the year. Mount Carmel staff deliver curriculum 
based lessons in Science, Design Technology, English, Modern 
Foreign Languages, Food Technology and Physical Education, 
either at the primary schools or using the fantastic workshops 
and laboratories at Mount Carmel.
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Breakfast was donated by Warburtons who kindly  
provided lots of bread, tea cakes and crumpets. Mount 
Carmel catering staff served these to the hungry pupils 
and staff.

Mrs Lowe, Year 7 Pastoral Leader commented “The  
pupils really enjoyed themselves and found it very  
exciting being in school right through the night.  
Sponsor money will be donated to Derian House  
Children’s Hospice to help them with their brilliant work.”

Congratulations to Hippings Primary School who won 
the 2019 ‘Mad 4 Maths’ inter-school quiz. The teams 
undertook three competitive rounds and fought off 
competition from another 18 teams to win the overall 
title. In second place were another team from 
Hippings and in third place was a team from  St. 
Oswald’s R.C. Primary.

 

The pupils had fantastic support from the largest  
audience to date, approximately 150 parents, 
grandparents and primary school staff supported the 
teams and they had the opportunity to enter a  
parents’ prize quiz and raffle.
Refreshments were served during the interval by 
Mount Carmel Parent Teacher and Friends  
Association.

Mount Carmel Design Technology Curriculum Leader 
Mr Thompson is pictured above with pupils from St.  
Oswald’s R.C. Primary School after they had been 
presented with certificates and badges for completing 
designs and making model cars during their 
enrichment sessions at Mount Carmel.
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Year 7 pupils brought in a  
wonderful selection of homemade 
cakes as entries into a competition 
to mark European Day of 
 Languages. Our Languages 
teachers and Mr Bowers had a 
very tough job judging and 
 deciding on a winner!
The cakes were then cut up and 
sold during a bake sale to raise 
money for McMillan Cancer 
 charity, raising a fantastic £289.40. 
Thank you to all our pupils and 
their families for their support and 
to the staff who worked hard to 
make the event run smoothly.

£289£289.40.40We raised  
an amazing

for MacMillan Cancer Support from 

the Bake Off competition. Thank you

£780£780.49.49
We raised  
an amazing

for the charity Epilepsy Action.  Thank you for your support.

Year 7 Mount Carmel pupils spent the  
night in school doing a sponsored sleepover 
to raise money for charity. After team games 
and a fun quiz the 50 pupils were served hot  

chocolate, Vimto and biscuits for  
supper. These were provided and served  

by Mount Carmel PTFA.

Once again Mount Carmel pupils and our school families 

have amazed us with their generosity and kindness,  

helping us send money to charities that are close to our 

school ‘heart’.

THANK YOU

In memory of a dearly loved ex-pupil, Amelia 
(Millie) Ashworth RIP who touched our hearts 
with her kindness, warmth, laughter and  
generosity, Mount Carmel made a donation 
of £780.49 to the charity Epilepsy Action.
The money was raised during a non-uniform 
day and generous donations given at the 
Carol Concert and Market Hall carol singing. 

£677£677.70.70
We raised  
an amazing

for Derian House Children’s Hospice from the Year 7 sleepover. Thank you

Year 5 primary 
pupils shown here 
during curriculum 

enrichment lessons 
in science and food 

technology

Congratulations to 
Hippings Primary 
school who were 
the ‘Mad 4 Maths’ 

champions
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Mount Carmel celebrated the achievements of students during their annual Key Stage 4 Awards 
Evening, inviting back pupils who left during Summer 2019 along with current Year 11 pupils and all 
their families.

Mount Carmel High School held a mock interview day and  
careers fair to provide an opportunity for pupils from year groups 
9, 10 and 11 to find out more about the post 16 options available 
to them and to experience a formal interview situation.
During the day representatives from local further education  
colleges, businesses, Lancashire Constabulary, Accrington Stanley 
Football Club and Salford Diocese all held one-to-one interviews 
for the year 11 pupils. Interviews lasted approximately 20 minutes 
with feedback immediately provided to each pupil.
Chris Barratt, Mount Carmel CEIAG (careers and guidance  
co-ordinator) commented “We are extremely grateful for the  
professional representatives from the many businesses and  
organisations who supported this day which has become a firm 
date in the school diary. It is an invaluable experience for our  
pupils to experience a formal interview situation and present  
themselves and their skills to someone other than staff at the 
school. The feedback they receive is vital to help them prepare 
for their next stage in life.”
A careers fair was organised later in the day with pupils and their 
families from year groups 9, 10 and 11 attending. Information stalls 
were hosted by representatives from; Blackburn College, Nelson 
& Colne College, Burnley College, Training 2000, St. Christopher’s 
Sixth Form, BRGS sixth form and Accrington Stanley Community 
Trust.

CareersCareers We said farewell and thank you to 
two retiring members of the Mount 
Carmel family at the end of the 
Autumn term.
Mr David Rushton retired as Chair 
of Governors after 8 years on the 
governing body of the school 
with 4 of those years as chair. Mr 
Bowers said how much he had 
enjoyed working with David and 
how his leadership and support 
had helped Mount Carmel grow 
to the current level.
David commented that Mount 
Carmel was a great commu-
nity with a wonderful staff who 
all worked incredibly hard. He 
thanked everyone for their support, smiles and warmth of welcome.
We also said farewell to Sue Case our receptionist who is retiring after 
14 years at M.C. Her manager Mrs Brewster thanked her for all her 
hard work at the school and then a special video message was sent 
from former office manager Julie Harris who retired a year ago.

Guest speaker for the evening was Talat-Farooq Awan who is a BBC 
Broadcast Journalist and Presenter and who has been working in  
Radio and Television for over twenty years.
Talat-Farooq is currently a Senior Broadcast Journalist for BBC Radio 
Manchester and BBC Radio Lancashire and he has interviewed a lot 
of well-known people including actors, musicians and cricketers.
His advice to our pupils and leavers was not to be scared to take risks 
and believe you can do it! He said he felt it is OK to change your mind 
along the way but when you reach your goal then put something 
back into the community to help others reach their goal. Have a big 
ambition in life but include smaller ambitions to reach along the way.
Talat-Farooq concluded his presentation with a short video clip filmed 
in the BBC North West Today TV studios with a personal message to 
Mount Carmel pupils from presenter Steve Saul.
After addressing the guests Talat-Farooq presented awards to  
current Year 11 pupils for their positive attitude to learning as well as  
for attainment and achievement in each subject area. Role model 
awards were also presented, recipients selected for qualities such as 
politeness, punctuality, helpfulness, organisation and dedication. 
The invited guests, staff, students and families then celebrated 
the success of former students in their recent GCSE examinations.  
Trophies were also awarded for outstanding effort and achievement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry Sutton and Demi Harris 
were jointly presented 
with the Headteacher’s 
Award for services to 
Mount Carmel as Head 
Boy and Head Girl 2018/19.
Memorial awards were 
presented in memory 
of loved ones who worked 
at or were associated with 
Mount Carmel. 
The ‘Dean Desmond 
Award’ was presented to
Mr Mike Cunningham for 
his long and outstanding service 
as a teacher at Mount Carmel for 33 years before his retirement. 
Headteacher Mr Bowers addressed the guests and praised the  
students for their results during the Summer examinations and 
said it was a privilege to see them grow and develop into young,  
responsible adults with so much to offer society and the local  
community.
He encouraged the current Year 11 pupils to commit to their  
studies and aim to achieve beyond their personal targets. He  
reminded them that school is also about building friendships, trust and 
compassion so they can do their upmost to make the world a better 
place.
He thanked parents for their support and teaching staff at the school 
for their dedication and professionalism. Mr Bowers also thanked 
Governors of the school and support staff for the work they do to 
ensure the school runs efficiently and smoothly.
Head Boy Matthew Ormerod and Head Girl Caitlin Sage gave a vote 
of thanks to the guests with Chair of Governors, Mr David Rushton 
presenting closing remarks.
The school choir sang a number of songs throughout the evening 
which included solo performances.
To conclude the evening a film was shown featuring highlights of the 
students time at Mount Carmel with images comparing how they 
changed from Year 7 to Year 11.

Mount Carmel pupils had great fun for the end of term Rewards treat during 
a roller disco in our sports hall.  
Pupils who had achieved above a specified number of achievement points 
from all year groups had one hour sessions throughout the day with a staff  
     session after school finished.
            A group of Year 11 pupils went on a rewards trip to the Trafford Centre 
            on a Friday in January after school before the exam period begins. 

Awards EveningAwards Evening

Spider robotsSpider robots
Outreach officers from UCLan (University of  
Central Lancashire) came in to Mount Carmel 
to do a session about robotic engineering using  
spider robots which can be programmed using 
an iPad to complete an obstacle course, weaving  
between cones and knocking down cups. The 
Year 11, 10 and 9 pupil teams then programmed 
the robots to ‘dance’ along to some music and 
wave!
UCLan also worked with Mount Carmel GCSE 
Art groups on a 1st year undergraduate degree  
project named ‘Bananas about Fashion’. Pupils 
had to design an outfit for a banana based on 
reference from a well known fashion designer. 

Roller RewardsRoller Rewards

The author, Bali Rai, visited Mount Carmel to lead on a creative writing workshop with Year 
10 and Year 9 pupils for a full day.
Bali Rai, an award-winning author draws from his experiences growing up. He explained 
how to ‘write like a writer’ coaxing ideas from them regarding story writing, extending their 
ideas and using inanimate objects to base their stories on.
Pupils were totally engaged in the practical activities they undertook with Bali and were 
able to take away a lot of suggestions how to improve their creative writing skills.

Author visitAuthor visit

Pupils Denley,  
Arnaldo and 

Chris during the  
careers events.

Mount Carmel  
pupils are growing  

their vocabulary 
with an initiative  
devised by our 

English staff.

Mount Carmel pupils paid respect on Rembrance Day to the Accrington Pals and all who have 
lost their lives in service for their country.
The occasion was marked with a service attended by 760 pupils and all staff in the school yard. The 
school brass band played, the school choir sang and History teacher Miss Mortensen explained the 
significance of the tribute to the Accrington Pals from the East Lancashire Regiment.
School chaplain Luke Bradbury read prayers and a reading before the Last Post was played by 
music teacher Miss Javaid signalling the beginning of two minutes silence.
Mount Carmel pupils Chelsea and Kiera who are army and air cadets accompanied by Assistant 
Pastoral Leader Mr Livesey, who is a former Army Warrant Officer Class One and who served for 
over 24 years, presented poppy wreaths as a sign of respect.
Assemblies also took place for all year groups throughout that week which focussed on two 
young soldiers from the Accrington Pals East Lancs batallian. Pupils were given the names of 
these two men who lived in streets very close to Mount Carmel and who were aged just  
18 and 19 years of age when they died on 1st July 1916 during the Batle of the Somme.  
Pupils sat in reflective silence thinking of all who have died in service for their country.

RemembranceRemembrance

Mount Carmel High School once again participated in the week long Anti-Bullying 
Alliance campaign with a theme of ‘Change starts with Us’ to inform pupils that 
small changes make big differences.
As stated on the Anti-Bullying Alliance website ‘Whether it is verbal, physical,  
online or in-person, bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life. By making small,  
simple changes, we can break this cycle and create a safe environment for  
everyone. Change starts with a conversation. It starts with checking in. It starts with 
working together. Change starts here. Change starts now. Change starts with us.’
Informative assemblies were held throughout the week for all year groups to  
highlight this campaign.
Pupils were given pledge forms, asking them to consider what  
changes they were prepared to make and a blue themed  
non-uniform day was held to conclude Anti-Bullying Week.

Some of our 
pupils during 

the non-uniform 
Anti-Bullying 
‘blue’ day.

Fashion design 
and robotics  
activities took 
place for our  

pupils organised 
by UCLan 

Anti-bullying weekAnti-bullying week

Congratulations to Mount  
Carmel girls cricket team who 
are Hyndburn winners and are 
going on to represent the  
borough in the Lancashire finals.
The Year 9 and 10 girls had an 
impressive route to the final with 
a win against St. Augustine’s 
60-12 and beating Stonyhurst 
College with only 3 batters. 

Award 
winner Eliza


